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CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Ckay, let's call
the neeting to order.

M5. CARPENTER  Need a gavel ?

M5. TULLY: Welcone to the Village
of Farm ngdal e Zoni ng Board of Appeals.

Sonmeone nmake a notion to waive --

M5. CARPENTER | nake a notion to
wai ve the reading of the mnutes from our
| ast neeti ng.

MR. PORTER  Second.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Al in favor?
(WHEREUPON, there was a unani nous,
affirmative vote of the Board nenbers present.)

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Carri ed.

kay, case #8-1, the application of Linda
Dollard to erect a 4-foot high fence along the
north property line in the front yard of 30 Maple
Street in the Village of Farm ngdale requiring a
variances in the Village Odinance, Part 2,
Chapter 600 Zoning, Article 21. A fence is not
permtted in the front yard.

Do we have a representative for Ms.
Dol | ar d?

M5. DOLLARD: |'m Ms. Dol lard.
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CHAl RWOVAN TULLY:  Wbul d you li ke
to present your case?

M5. DOLLARD: |'msorry?

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Present your
case?

M5. DOLLARD: Well, | wasn't aware
that the fencing wasn't permtted since
there's so many in the neighborhood, and I
was putting it up to kind of inprove the
appearance of ny property, because the
property next to nme is -- how should we
say -- very sloppy and unkenpt, and so |
t hought that this would show a definite
di vi si on between the two properties.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: So according to
Zoni ng Section 600-158, fences are not
permtted in the front yard property, and
you're here at the Zoning Board now for a
vari ance.

So there's a four-part test to --

MR. PORTER Can | ask a questi on,
Madam Chair ?

M5. DOLLARD:  Sure.

MR. PORTER  You nentioned that
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there are fences in the nei ghborhood?

M5. DOLLARD: There's plenty; three
on ny bl ock.

MR PORTER | didn't notice them
Do you know if they have permts or --

M5. DOLLARD: | have no i dea.

MR. PORTER  Ckay, well, unless we
know t hat they were | egal fences, we
really can't use themas a --

M5. DOLLARD: Well, if they're on
the front yard, how could they be legal if
it's not permtted?

MR. PORTER  People put things up
and don't get caught.

M5. DOLLARD: |'msorry?

MR. PORTER  Sonetinmes peopl e put
t hi ngs up and don't get caught.

M5. DOLLARD: Onh, | understand
t hat .

MR. PORTER | appl aud you for
trying to go about it the right way, but
there is a four-part test.

M5. DOLLARD: (Ckay.

MR. PORTER  Five-part test,
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actually, for an area variance. W can go
t hrough the points of that. It was in the
application that you submtted. You may
have seen the --

M5. DOLLARD: | don't know. |
submtted it a while ago. | don't
remenber.

MR. PORTER  You nmy have seen
them five questions.

M5. DOLLARD: (Ckay.

MR. PORTER So let's just go over
t hem

So question one, does the variance
change the character of the locality?

Putting a fence in the front yard
I's sonmething the Village does not all ow
So, in ny opinion, it would change the
character of the locality by adding a
fence in the front yard.

Now, you did say that there are
fences on other houses, | didn't notice
any.

M5. DOLLARD: There's three right
behind Village Hall.
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MR. PORTER  Ckay, okay, but
that's --

M5. DOLLARD: | went around the
street, so | nmade notations.

MR. PORTER Ckay. Do you have
t hat i nformation?

M5. DOLLARD: Onh, | didn't bring it
wth ne, no.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Are there any on
your bl ock?

M5. DOLLARD: Yes, three at the
ot her end of the street.

MR PORTER. Ckay. But the big
point is itemtw on the test: Are there
al ternative nmethods of achieving what the
appl i cant desires?

It seens what you're looking for is

a visual break between your house --

M5. DOLLARD: | am | am because
the -- ny neighbor, as | said, does not
keep his property neat at all. He feeds

stray cats, squirrels, puts out little
di shes of food. | don't have a problem

wi th ny nei ghbor outside of | want to keep
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our two properties | ooking separate, and
all this debris is always, you know,
flying over to ny yard. | have to pick up
cat food, and it's really affecting the
val ue of ny hone.

MR. PORTER  Have you had your hone
apprai sed; did an appraiser nention that?

M5. DOLLARD: No, but actually, M.
Hardy cane to see it and said the sane
t hi ng.

MR PORTER |Is M. Hardy here?

MS. CARPENTER:  No.

CHAI RWOVAN TULLY:  No.

MR. PORTER  Ckay.

M5. DOLLARD: He canme to ny house
tw ce after.

MR. PORTER Ckay. The part two of
the test is: Are there alternative
met hods to achi eve what the applicant
desires?

So what quite a few honmeowners have
done, rather than put a fence in the front
yard, there's also a |living fence, you can

put shrubbery.
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M5. DOLLARD: | understand, M.
Hardy said that to ne, but as | expl ai ned
to him | have to constantly maintain that
t hen.

MR, PORTER  Sure.

M5. DOLLARD: You know, with the
| andscaping and all. This is a
per manent - -

MR. PORTER: Mm hmm

M5. DOLLARD: (Continuing) --
attractive, not obtrusive at all. It's a
pi cket fence. It's only four-foot high.

MR PORTER R ght.

M5. DOLLARD: And |like | said,
there's so many hones in the Village that
have them they | ook nice.

MR. PORTER Al right. W really
can't judge based on those hones. W
don't know which hones they are, we don't
know if they're done legally, if they have
permts or variances.

M5. DOLLARD: Gh, | understand.

"' mjust explaining.

MR. PORTER Sure. But the Village
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does have rules as far as fences, and our
mai n concern is setting a precedent. |If
we al |l ow one honeowner to have a fence,
t hen anyone el se can say they want a
fence, too. Before you knowit, it
| ooks |i ke Queens. The fence --

M5. DOLLARD: Well, that's kind of
what |'m sayi ng, because | went around,
and in 10 blocks | found 25 hones that
have the sanme fence that | want to put up,
and that's only 10 bl ocks from Mapl e
Street. |I'msure there's 50 or 60 in the
Village. | would assune nost of them
don't have a vari ance.

MR. PORTER If soneone else did
sonething illegal, we can't grant --

M5. DOLLARD: | understand that.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Then you set a
precedent --

M5. DOLLARD: But this is not a
precedent then. The precedent has
apparently been set.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: (Conti nuing) --

if we allowed it.
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M5. DOLLARD: |'msorry.

CHAIl RMOVAN TULLY: It would be a
precedent if we allowed it, and we granted
a vari ance.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, M. Hardy
suggested | do this because he was -- he
told nme, after | ooking at ny neighbor's
property, that ny property was definitely
bei ng deval ued, and he said | had a good
case, and | should apply.

You can confirmthat, of course,
with him

MR PORTER Wll, we can't do that

Now.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: He's not
present.

M5. DOLLARD: And he spoke to --
I"'msorry, | forget his |last nane --
Steve, | believe, about this.

CHAl RMOVAN TULLY: M. Fell man?

M5. DOLLARD: |'msorry?

MR. FELLMAN:. That's ne.

M5. DOLLARD: What's your nane,
sir?
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MR FELLMAN: Steve Fel |l man.

M5. DOLLARD: Yeah, | believe he
spoke with you about this the day he cane
to ny hone.

MR. FELLMAN. Yeah, he spoke to ne,
but like | said, it needs a variance. You
know, we don't permt fences in the front
yar d.

M5. DOLLARD: But he told ne you
suggested that | just go through the
proper channels and take care of it,
because --

MR. FELLMAN.  Well, you have no
choice. You have to go through this
procedure.

MS. DOLLARD: No, | understand,
that's why |'m here.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Do you have any
guestion -- other -- anything to present,
anyt hi ng el se?

MR PORTER: So it seenms to nme as
the application fails the test, in ny
opi ni on.

You nmentioned a | ot of things about
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ot her hones, about what M. Hardy sai d.
W really have to consider that as
hear say, w thout any evi dence before us.
We're not saying you're lying, but you
know, we need to have everything
docunent ed before granting a vari ance.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, what kind of
evi dence woul d you need; do you need
pi ctures?

MR. PORTER |If you have a |ist of
addr esses.

MS. DOLLARD:. Sure.

MR PORTER O if you have
I nformati on on whet her or not those hones
did get permts or variances.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, | would have no
way of know ng that.

MR. PORTER:  You coul d cone, and
the Building Departnment could tell you if
there are permts or variances on file for
t hose hones.

You can get sone information from
M. Hardy. You told us what M. Hardy

said, but he's not here to tell us
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hi nsel f, that's consi dered hearsay.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, then that's
sonet hi ng you can confirmw th hinf

MR. PORTER He's not here.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, | don't nean
today, | nean --

MR. PORTER We're part-tine
vol unteers. We're not here in front of --

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: (Conti nuing) --
during the case.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, is that
sonet hing you could confirmwth hin? You
wor Kk together; don't you?

MR. FELLMAN:. Yeah, absolutely.
It's up to this Board what they want to

accept.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, that's what |'m
asking, if he's wlling to confirmit with
M. Hardy.

MR. PORTER: \Wat we could do is
defer decision until next nonth.

CHAl RAOVAN TULLY: We can reserve
decision. Like, you can gather sone nore

evi dence and re-present the case next

Accurate Court Reporting Service, Inc. 631-331-3753
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nmont h.

M5. DOLLARD: Al | could do is
take pictures. Wat other evidence is
t her e?

My conversation wwth M. Hardy, and
the fact there are --

M5. TULLY: And evidence of a
permt granted for --

M5. CARPENTER: The addresses with
t he pictures.

CHAl RMOVAN TULLY:  Sone research
needs to be done.

MR. FELLMAN: If you get ne a |ist
of houses on your block and stuff that
have it, we'll research the file to see if
they ever got permts for those fences.

M5. DOLLARD: Ckay, and if they
haven't?

MR. FELLMAN:. |f they haven't, then

they're in violation. They can be issued

a sumons.
M5. DOLLARD: Well, I'm not | ooking
to get --
MR. FELLMAN: | wunder st and.
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M5 DOLLARD: (Continuing) -- give
anybody a summons.

MR. FELLMAN: The point is, this
Board has to worry about setting precedent
because here's what happens -- right --
those fences are illegal. They grant
yours. Those three people now cone in and
go, well, we want her approval for our
three fences that have been illegal for 10
years, and now they're stuck with granting
It, because they set a precedent. That's
what they have to worry about.

CHAI RAMOVAN TULLY: |'ve been on
this Board for probably about 10 years,
and we have not granted a front yard
vari ance yet, except for a corner
property.

MR. FELLMAN. Right, only front
yard fences have been corner properties.

M5. DOLLARD: Well, let ne just ask
you, if | give you addresses, and you
confirmthat people are in violation,
what's the point? Wat does that do for

me?
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MR. PORTER Well, we can't use
that as justification to give you a
vari ance.
MR. FELLMAN: Right. [If you got
t hree houses on your block that got

variances and got approval, that then

gives -- kind of sets a precedent for them
to say, well, previous Boards have granted
it in the past. It makes themthi nk about

it differently.

But if we prove the three houses
are all illegal, that's going to
strengthen their case not to approve it.

M5. DOLLARD: Oh, so that they
woul dn't approve it, and because |
applied, I would be denied, and they keep
t heir fences.

MR. FELLMAN: No, we are going to
have to go after them

M5. DOLLARD: Well, | don't want to
get all these people in trouble.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Well, it's upto
you what you want us to do today. W can

el ther decide or --
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M5. DOLLARD: Well, | would like to
speak to M. Hardy -- and | would |ike you
to speak to M. Hardy, because | wouldn't
have bot hered going through this process,
unless | was confident that | had a good
chance of being granted the vari ance,
which is what | was |led to believe.

CHAl RAMOVAN TULLY: We obvi ously
can't speak to that, because we weren't
part of that conversation.

But -- so, is there anybody in the
audi ence that wants to speak on this
matter?

(WHEREUPON, no response was heard.)

M5. DOLLARD: She's just with ne,
and | did confirmwth ny next door
nei ghbor. He has no problem He got the
| etter, and he said if anything, you know,
he has no objection; if you needed soneone
to call, you could call him And he's the
only party that woul d be affected because
it's on one side.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: So do you have

any questions?
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M5. CARPENTER | do not.

MR. PORTER So would you like a
chance to get nore information?

M5. DOLLARD: Absol utely.

MR. PORTER  Then | nove that we
defer this case 'til next nonth's neeting.

M5. CARPENTER | second the
not i on.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Al in favor?

(WHEREUPON, there was a unani nous,
affirmati ve vote of the Board nenbers
present.)

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: W'l reserve
our decision -- we reserve decision "til
next nont h.

M5. DOLLARD: And for the next
hearing | have to cone back.

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY:  |'m sorry?

M5. DOLLARD: So | cone back for
t he next hearing?

CHAl RMOVAN TULLY:  Yes, just put
your information together, you know,
show - -

MR PORTER Talk to M. Fell nman
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with the |isted addresses. He can find
out if those fences are legal. And maybe
we can confirmwith M. Hardy what was
said, and what --

M5. DOLLARD: Oh, yeah.

CHAl R\MOVAN TULLY: Get an affidavit
or have him show up on your behal f.

M5. DOLLARD: (Ckay.

COURT REPORTER Ma'am can | get
your nanme and the spelling of it, please?

MS. DOLLARD: Yeah, Linda Doll ard,
D-OL-L-A-RD.

COURT REPORTER  Thank you.

M5. DOLLARD: You're wel cone.

M5. CARPENTER: That's it, okay.

CHAI RAWOVAN TULLY:  Any ot her
busi ness that needs to be addressed?

(WHEREUPON, no response was heard.)

CHAl RWOVAN TULLY: Al right.

MR. PORTER Mdtion to adjourn the
nmeet i ng.

M5. CARPENTER  Second.

CHAI RMOVAN TULLY: Al in favor?

GROUP:  Aye.
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CHAl R\OVAN TULLY:  Mbdtion carri ed.
(WHEREUPON, there was a unani nous,
affirmative vote of the Board nenbers present.)
(WHEREUPON, this hearing was concl uded at
8:15 p.m)

* * * *

CERTI FI CATE
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2 STATE OF NEW YORK)

3 SS.

4 COUNTY OF NASSAU)

5 |, DEBBIE BABINO, a Shorthand Reporter in
6 the State of New York, do hereby certify:

7 That, the foregoing is a true and accurate
8 transcript of ny stenographic notes.

9 | further certify that | amnot related to
10 any of the parties to this matter by bl ood or by
11 marriage and that | amin no way interested in the
12 outcone of any of these matters.

13 | N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have set ny hand
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15 ebbie Labine
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